S. H. Zahm Trade Cards 
Pete Smith 


Samuel Hensel Zahm was a coin dealer in Lancaster, Pennsylvania. Much of the story of 
his life is told in his obituary in Publisher ’s Weekly on February 11, 1893. 


“Samuel Hensel Zahm, head of the bookselling firm of S. H. Zahm & Co., of Lancaster, Pa.. died at Tampa, 
Fla., on February 5. Mr. Zahm had gone to Florida for his health on December 28 with his wife; but be was not 
supposed to be ina critical condition and his death was a severe shock to his relatives and friends. He was born in 
Lancaster, Pa., March 9, 1840. In 1875, after having been engaged in the book business in Kansas City and as 
travelling salesman for a Pittsburg firm, he returned to his native town and with William Reichenbach opened a 
small second-hand bookstore. His partner died in 1878 and Mr. Zahm formed a partnership with Samuel Auxer, 
under the firm-name of S. H. Zahm & Co. At that time his store was removed to 18 and 20 S Queen St., where the 
firm has since carried on a flourishing business. Mr. Zahm was active in municipal affairs, having been a member of 
the common council and the board of health. He was a charter member of the Lancaster County Historical Society 
and of the Pennsylvania German Society, and belonged to several other local and general organizations. He was a 
student and scientist, well versed in archaeology, his collection of stone implements and relics of American 
aborigines being a remarkably fine one, numbering many thousands of specimens. As an antiquarian and 
bibliophile he was regarded as an authority, being particularly well posted on Americana. He was prominently 
identified with the Methodist Episcopal Church of Lancaster. Mr. Zahm was twice married, his first wife and their 
two children having died several years ago. His second wife survives him.” 


Zahm left a numismatic legacy with a Civil War token [PA 525A-1] issued in copper, 
bronze, white metal and silver. It uses the Benjamin Franklin reverse [Fuld 1148] and is the only 
CWT issued for Lancaster, PA. This is a desirable CWT as one of a few issued for coin dealers 
at the time. [including Robert Downing in Cincinnati, Henry Gerdts in New York, William 
Lanphear in Cincinnati and Morgan Marshall in Oswego. | 
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Zahm also published Civil War patriotic envelopes in several designs. His activities 
during this period are not mentioned in the obituary. 


BOOKS ee BOOKS 
S.H. ZAHM & Co’s 
BOOK ROOMS, le and 20 SOUTH QUEEN STREET, LANGASTER, PIL 


School Books, New or, Gccond-Hand 


At the Luowv7est Prices. 


Tablets, Paper’, Envelopes, Pens, Pencils, Slates, Etc. 


Rooks for School and Reference Libraries. 
New Books Ordered at Lowest Prices. 
German or English Books of all kinds Bought thr sh. te 


Zahm issued a promotional blotter, 8 inches wide by 6.25 inches high. In 1879 he advertised 
from “Cheap Book Store” at 18 South Queen Street. In 1880 to 1890 he advertised as “American 
Book Exchange” at 18 & 20 South Queen Street. Zahn went to Florida for his health in 
December of 1892 and died there in February 1893. The blotter was likely issued between 1880 
and 1890. 


The building occupied by the Zahm business was severely damaged by a fire started in a 
neighboring business in September 1893. 


In 1899, Samuel Auxler advertised as the successor to S. H. Zahm & Co at the old address. In 
1907, the company had a “going out of business sale” from 20 South Queen Street. 


Victorian Trade Cards 


Zahm published several series of Victorian era trade cards with floral designs. All are undated 
with blank reverses. Those with the 18 South Queen Street address may be attributed as issued 
prior to 1880. The few issued with the 18 & 20 South Queen Street address were issued after 
1880. Images are shown on following pages. 


Compliments of S. H. ZAHM & CO. 
White stock with Shells, no address 
Size: 3.75 X 2.5 inches 


H. ZAHM &CO’S 


BOOK STORE! 


18 South Queen-St., Lancaster, Pa. 


S. H. ZAHM &CO’S 


Ge. BOOK STORE, 


18 South Queen St., Lancaster, Pa. 


ZAHM & "BOOK STORE" 


at iBook STORE, Tan stock with Flowers 


78 South Queen St., Lancaster, Pa. 4 si Size: 3.25 x 2.75 inches 


"BOOK STORE" 

Tan stock wit Birds 
Size: 4.25 x 2.375 inches 
Copyright 1878 


- 


"BOOK STORE" 
Tan stock with Birds 
Size: 4.25 x 2.25 inches 


Ss. Zim & CO’S : 
BOOK STORE; 


18 South Queen St., Lancaster, Pa. 


S.H.ZAHM&CO’S 


BOOK STORE: 


18 South Queen St., Lancaster, Pa. = 


S. H. ZAHM &CO’S 


BOOK STORE: 


718 South Queen St., Lancaster, Pa. 


S. H. ZAHM & CO’S 


BOOK STORE Ss | "BOOK STORE" 
_- 78 South Queen St., Lancaster, Pa. gs " 4 Black stock with Flowers 
a Size: 5.375 X 2.5 inches 


"BOOK STORE" 
Pink stock with Flowers 
Size: 4 x 2.5 inches 


"BOOK STORE" 
Light Blue stock with children 
Size: 4 x 2.375 inches 


$. H. ZAHM & CO’S 


BOOKSTORE, 


18 SouTH QUEEN STREET. 


S. HL. ZAIIM & CO’S 


BOOKSTORE, 


18 SourH QuEEN STREET, 


COE CTLATLTTCNS 


"BOOK STORE" 
Gold and Silver with children 
Size 125 inches 


4.5X3. 


10 


S. H. ZAHM&CO’S 


BOOK STORE, 


18 South Queen St., Lancaster, Pa, 


i ‘S.H.ZAHM&CO’S 


BOOK STORE, 


18 South Queen St., Lancaster, Pa. 


S. H. ZAHM & CO’S 


TORE, 


se 78 South Queen St., Lancaster, Pa, 


i cA 1 Sa PAM S COS 
Ny ) BooK STORE, 


_ 18 South Queen St., Lancaster, Pa. 


"BOOK STORE" 
Tan stock with Roses 
Size: 4.5 x 2.625 inches 
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Green stock with Flowers 
Size: 2.75 x 4.375 inches 


S,H.ZAHM&CO'S 


BOOK STORB r= 


18 South Queen St., Lancaster, Pa. 


S.H.ZAHM&CO'S 


BOOK STORE, 


18 South Queen St., Lancaster, Pa. 


"BOOK STORE" 
Tan stock with Flowers 
Size: 5.375 X 2.5 inches 


12 


S.H.ZAHM&CO'S 


BOOK STORE rm 


18 South Queen Si., Lancaster, Pa: oF 
44 


S.H.ZAHM&CO'S 


BOOK STORE, 


18 South Queen St., Lancaster, Pa. 


t 


Ue oe 
are 
Me Weg 


"BOOK STORE" 
Gold stock with flowers 
Size: 5.375 x 2.625 
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DEALERS IN 


FINE CHROMO CARDS, 


No. 18 SOUTH QUEEN ST., LANCASTER, PA. 


FINE OHROMO CARDS, 


No. 18 SOUTH QUEEN ST., LANCASTER, PA. 


DEALERS IN 


FINE ORTROMO CARDS, 


No, 18 SOUTIL QUEEN ST., LANCASTER, PA. 


S. H. ZAMBI & GD, 


DEALERS IN 


FINE CHROMO CARDS, 


No, 18 SOUTH QUEEN ST,, LANCASTER, PA. 


S. H. ZAHM & GO. 


FINE CHROMO CARDS, 


No, 18 SOUTH QUEEN ST, LANCASTER, PA, 


"FINE CHROMO CARDS" 
Light Tan stock with Flowers 
Size: 5.25 x 3.125 inches 
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S. H. ZAHBI & GO, 


DEALERS IN 


FINE CHROMO CARDS, 


No, 18 SOUTIL QUEEN ST., LANCASTER, PA- 


S. H. ZAHM & 8D, 


DEALERS IN 


FINE CHROMO CARDS, 


No, 18 SOUTH QUEEN S'l., LANCASTER, PA, 


S. H. ZAHBI & BO, 


DEALERS IN DEALERS IN 


FINE CHROMO erie FINE CHROMO CARDS, 


No, 18 SOUTH QUEEN S',, LANCASTER, PA. No. 18 SOUTH QUEEN ST., LANCASTER, PA, 


S. H. ZAHM & BD. 


DEALERS IN 


FINE CHROMO CARDS, 


No, 18 SOU'TIT QUEEN ST., LANCASTER, PA. 


"FINE CHROMO CARDS" 
Light Tan stock with flowers 
Size: 5.375 s 3.125 inches 
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"CHROMO & FANCY BUSINESS CARDS" 
White Background with Flowers and Birds 
Address: 18 & 20 SOUTH QUEEN STREET 
Size: 4.5 x 3 inches 
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Publisher, e wie : ripe 
iancaster, Pa. ncn, ee be ica: ae 


ae aoe sg : 3 ; Bier Nr: 
Mp SRL ALIN, Ces ee i ag oily ; aaa | 


Zahm Patriotic Envelopes me ; 
Size: 5 x 3.25 inches" ee 


